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MEETING LOG DIRECTORATE FOR ENGINEERING SCIENCES

SUBJECT: Meeting of the ANSI Z21.47 ANSI Z21/CGA Joint Central Furnace
Technical Working Group

PLACE: International Approval Services, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio

MEETING DATE: June 3, 1998

LOG ENTRY SOURCE: Ronald A. Jordan
ENTRY DATE: June 5, 1998
COMMISSION ATTENDEES:

Ronald A. Jordan, ESEE Qa(}
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MEETING SUMMARY: 2

The ANSI Z221.47 ANSI Z21/CGA Joint Central Furnace Technical Working Group
(TWG) was assigned its agenda and workload by the full central furnace
subcommittee at its last meeting on September 9, 1997. Staff's primary purpose for
attending this TWG meeting was to discuss its concerns on the direction of the
disconnected vent work statement the full subcommittee had developed for the Gas
Research Institute (GRI). These concerns were expressed in 2 May 14, 1998 letter
to the subcommittee chairman and the IAS standards personnel. Because staff's
concerns were not assigned as agenda items by the subcommittee they were not
included as agenda items for this meeting, but were included as "New Business"
items. Furthermore, although discussed, the TWG chairman indicated that the issues
raised by staff could not be acted upon by the TWG, once again because they were
not assigned by the subcommittee.

item 1:Comments on Proposed Revisions to the Central Furnace Standard.

Log #98006 of this item was a recommendation to add the following sentence to the
"Method of Test" portion of Section 1.15, "Draft Hoods, Flue Connections and Integral
Venting Systems™ (which sets mechanical integrity requirements that a vent withstand
a longitudinal force of 100 pounds and a torque of 25 foot pounds):

"Rotation of the vent pipe with respect to the flue collar is acceptable,
if the joint then passes the following leakage test."

The TWG members voted to recommend to the subcommittee that the longitudinal
force test be reduced from 100 ponds to 50 pounds. They cited as their rationale their /



belief that 100 pounds was excessive and unrealistic, and difficult to pass.

Discussion of CPSC staff's concerns about the direction of the disconnected
vent work statement being forwarded to the Gas Research Institute

CPSC staff shared with the group its belief that progress to date on this issue has
been unsatisfactory and that CPSC is disappointed with the following developments:

*the subcommittee/working group have taken over a year to work out
the wording for the GRI work statement

*the focus of the work statement has shifted from assessment &
development of shutoff technology, to additional failure analysis

"the work statement (Phase 1) no longer states the ultimate failure
mode (i.e. "disconnected vent")

Staff told the group that progress on this issue has not been satisfactory and that any
subsequent reporting by staff would reflect this view.

Staff shared with the group that a report of unsatisfactory progress might illicit a task
from CPSC management for staff to develop a briefing paper to discuss options on
how to accomplish the goal of reducing the risk of death and injury form disconnected
furnace vents. Staff shared with the group the typical options available.

Staff reiterated the recommendations it made in a May 14, 1998 comment letter to
the subcommittee concerning the GRI work statement. Staff shared with the group
the following CPSC plans related to this matter.

1. CPSC will conduct testing of furnaces for disconnects and blocked vents.
2. CPSC will share test plan w/furnace industry.

3. CPSC would like to have a meeting at CPSC headguarters to discuss test
plan & related issues August of this year.
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